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Abstract:
Religion had its inception in man's ignorance and fear of the world around him. It was a
path toward satisfying man's quest for the signifance of life. As this path was pursued, the
meaning and value humans ascribed to the world evolved, forming the various religions of the
world. During the greatest of all religious eras, 800 to 500 BCE, India, China, Persia and Israel
all imparted into human thought and practice a new god-concept, a fundamental conception of
benevolent good will, and accompanying this new god-concept were changes in the religious
rules that determined human conduct.
This research outlines the brief history and basic tenets of six world religions:
Hinduism, Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam. From this research it has
been found that definite elements exist that permeate all or at least significant parts of these
religions. Because of the time frame in history, as well as the geographic locations of the
origins of these religions, it can be seen how certain ideas and myths have carried over from one
religion to another. The rules of these religions were encompassed in the fundamental concept of
benevolent good will and the evidence of these "good will" concepts can be traced from one
religion to another.

THE
"GOOD WILL"
RELIGIONS
S acre d O M
OM, or A UM, is the most sacred sound
fo r Hindus and is the seed o f all mantras,
or prayers. In Sanskrit, it is the sound
used in mystical contemplation.

T h e W h e e l o f Law
Buddha is said to have “set in motion the
wheel o f the dharma” when be explained the
natural law o f things to jive ascetics during
his fir s t sermon at Sarnath, India. His
teaching is often symbolized by a wheel.

T h e G u a r d ia n S pirit
This image is a fravashi or guardian
spirit. It represents the essence o f god
within people, as well as the “spiritual
se lf ’ or Ahura Mazda.

The Menorah, a seven-branched candlestick,
is an ancient Jewish symbol deriving from the
candlestick that originally stood in the
Temple in Jerusalem built by D avid’s son
Solomon in the 10th century BCE.

C h r is t ia n C ro ss
The cross, a symbol o f the Crucifixion o f
Jesus
represents his love
fo r hum anity in dying fo r its sins. The
empty cross shows that he has risen
from the dead

C rescent M oon
The hilai, or crescent moon, has become the
accepted symbol o f Islam. It has ancient
connections with royalty, and among Muslims
bears resonances o f the lunar calendar, which
orders their religious life

The "Good Will" Religions: A Comparative Study of
Hinduism, Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Judaism,
Christianity and Islam
Mary Ellen Fieseler

I.

Introduction
As a human phenomenon, religion arguably had its inception in Man's ignorance and

fear of the world around him. And yet, while his religious quest may have derived from fear
and an attempt to explain the world, as Man's knowledge increased so did his religious maturity.
Man began to search for reasons for his existence; and, as simple propitiation gave way
increasingly to more complex conceptual explanations, fear became faith—a faith that life has
meaning and purpose.
Thus understood, religion is a path toward satisfying our human quest for significance in
life. As such, it is a kind o f narrative that seeks to explain experience while defining and
describing moral and ethical values. And, as expressions of the purpose, meaning and value
humans ascribe to the world, the various religions of the world become—for their adherents—a
system of beliefs accepted on faith.
Today, then, as Robert O. Ballou has pointed out, "religion may be said to consist of
three conceptions and the actions which spring from them: Man's conception of the source of
his being, of his self, and of other human beings and his own proper relation to them" (Ballou,
p.4). Such a three-part focus, Ballou notes, began "during the greatest of all religious eras
(roughly from 800 to 500 B.C.)," at which time "India, China, Persia, and Israel were all
injecting into human thought what was then a new force. Without question, this force has been
one of the most powerful influences in human life, for, persisting without material change to the

w

present day, it has determined every statement of idealistic social purpose to which we now pay
W
w
w
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W

homage" (p.3).
Ballou goes on to note that beginning in this era—in religions around the world—"The
whole god-concept was changing" (p.4), and that "accompanying these changed god-concepts
were changes in the religious rules which determined human conduct" (p.5). And despite
demonstrable differences in belief, doctrines, rites, and rituals, these great world religions all

qp'

exhibited a "similarity of fundamental principles" (p.6), which leads Ballou to describe them

W''

under the general rubric of the "good will" religions. Marked by a "fundamental conception of

w
s^/

benevolent good will, of peaceful agreement, of laissez faire and loving kindness from all to all"

w
\ap/
W

(p.10)— in short, the Christian concept of "peace on earth, goodwill to men—these religions
directly or indirectly influenced and informed each other.
This paper sets out a comparative study of the six major world religions. I will begin

W
W
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with a brief history outlining the basic tenets (including similarities and differences) of

W

Hinduism, Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam and then analyze a

W
Vm*1

W

specific concept— love—which I believe is demonstrably valorized as a motivating force in all
of them.

w
S*s/

w

II.

Hinduism, the Earliest Good Will Religion
Hinduism is the oldest known faith that still exists with great influence today. Hinduism

N^1

is approximately 5,000 years old, and its inception is believed to have been tied to the Ayran

\^ /

culture of about 1500 BCE. Hinduism has no single, known founder.

^

Hinduism is a very broad term that is used to describe the religious practices and

w

doctrines of the Indian people. This tradition is believed to have begun in about 1800 BCE with

-2-
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the religious poems, known as the Vedas. Included in the large Vedic library are the Samhitas,
the Brahmanas and the Upanishads. It is the Upanishads, the last books of the Vedas, which
began to reject many of the ancient Indian religious beliefs, and established such basic practices
and beliefs as cremation and reincarnation. In resistance to the Vedic religion, during the sixth
century BCE, Buddhism and Jainism arose, each as a separate religion. Buddhism died out
within India by the ninth century CE, but Jainism continued as a distinct religion, even though
over time many of its practices became indistinguishable from Hindu rituals.
Hinduism is best known in the West through the doctrines of the Advaita, the belief that
there is only one ultimate reality. The Advaitans worshipped many icons, which represented the
separate manifestations of the ultimate Brahman. After the following in the Vedic religion
declined, bhakti devotional cults arose. In these cults each sect worshipped a different god, such
as Shiva, Vishnu, Rama, or Krishna. The Bhakti devotions have remained a predominant form
of Hindu worship up through the modem era. Another movement, the Sikh movement, arose in
the early part of the sixteenth century and also grew to have significant influence in modern
India.
While there are many different beliefs within the Hindu religion, the following major
points are agreed upon by most Hindu leaders:
(1)

There is one unchanging reality, which is spiritual in nature and transcends yet
permeates this reality. This reality, called Brahman, is real, but it cannot be
described or understood by man.

(2)

The individuality of the soul is only an illusion, but there is an interrelationship
of all souls in the reality of Brahman.

w
w
w
w

(3)

The true self of each individual man is Atman and this Atman is part of
Brahman.

(4)

Life is eternal. Man will continually be reborn, and his material existence will be

w
determined by the degree of virtue attained in his prior existence.
\ts/

(5)

Each individual soul must struggle for deliverance from his existence in the
physical world. Since man determines his own destiny by his conduct, a life of
virtue may lead to his ultimate liberation achieved when his soul is united with
the infinite. A life of evil condemns man to rebirth (the concept of Karma), in a
less favored human existence or in a subhuman form.

w
(6)

The purified soul can ultimately be released from the cycle of reincarnation and
be joined with the World Soul forever. This state is called Nirvana.

\gtf/

\jgfZ

(Daley, Monarch Notes and Study Guides)

V*/1

The Laws of Manu could be interpreted as the Hindu’s Ten Commandments. These
Laws set out rules by which society should be organized and governed, outlining the social

W
customs for marriage and family life, the duties of women, ascetics, kings and the rules for
w

common people in daily life. The concept of good producing good (the "good will" religions)

v«^'

Na^
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can be seen throughout these Laws, the Hindu's religious practices and scriptures. One such
example can be seen in the following quote from the Upanishads: "As he acts, so will he be. He
becomes pure by good deeds and bad by bad deeds. Whatever deed he does, that will he reap"

W

(Ballou, p.7).

W

w
w
w 1
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III.

Buddhism Had its Genesis in Hinduism
The religion of Buddhism began in India during the 6th century BCE, some 2500 years

ago, when people had grown disillusioned with Hinduism and its caste system. Its founder,
Siddhartha Guatama, was raised as a Hindu, but broke with the religion during his middle
twenties. Siddhartha became disillusioned with the philosophy behind the Hindu caste system
and disagreed with the authority given to the ancient gods, so he left his home and family to
pursue the knowledge of life. He became an ascetic and for years listened to Hindu teachers,
but always never feeling quite fulfilled. It was after six years of meditation, that Siddhartha felt
he had achieved his search for knowledge: "For Buddhists, the experience was without question
one of enlightenment, the light of wisdom, 'Bodin', shone within him" (Hunt, Ethics of World
Religions, p.135). Rejecting the caste system of Hinduism, Siddhartha became known as the
"Enlightened One" or "Buddha". The term "Buddha" came to refer to one who has relinquished
all clinging to concerns related to space and time, thus transcending individualized existence.
Siddhartha believed and taught that the goal of life was to achieve a state of "Nirvana",
complete passivity and peace, achieved by the extinction of all desires and cravings. To become
enlightened a person must choose the middle path, which is the path between a life of pleasure
and a life of self-torture. The following Eightfold Path, which teaches the rules of life,
constitutes this middle path:
(1)

Right Belief - The belief that truth is the guide by which one understands that
cessation of suffering follows the elimination of ignorance and desire.

(2)

Right Resolve - Enables one to struggle for perfection.

(3)

Right Speech - One's correct speech is kind, humble, and truthful.

(4)

Right Conduct - One must not kill, steal, lie, commit adultery, become
intoxicated, or harm any living creature.

(5)

Right Occupation - The kind of work one does must not be inconsistent with the
goal of life—Nirvana.

(6)

Right Effort - Self discipline is necessary to ensure that one's efforts will always
be directed to that which is good and away from that which is evil.

(7)

Right Contemplation - One's mind must not be permitted to wander in the
direction of thoughts controlled by desire.

(8)

Right Concentration - The goal of enlightenment and mystical achievement is
reached when one is able to identify himself or herself with the truth.

(Daley, Monarch Notes and Study Guides)
Besides having this Eightfold Path, Buddhism also has a set of Ten Commandments,
which gives further directions on how to live life properly:
(1)

Do not destroy life.

(2)

Do not take what is not given you.

(3)

Do not commit adultery.

(4)

Tell no lies and deceive no one.

(5)

Do not become intoxicated.

(6)

Eat temperately and not at all in the afternoon.

(7)

Do not watch dancing, nor listen to singing or plays.

(8)

Wear no garlands, perfumes or any adornments.

(9)

Do not sleep in luxurious beds.

(10)

Accept no gold or silver.

Many o f these rules can also be found in the Judeo/Christian Ten Commandments and in
doctrines found in Islam. The "Eightfold Path" Rule Number Four includes the 6th, 7th, 8th,
9th and 10th commandments of the Judeo/Christian Ten Commandments.
The doctrine of Karma, or rebirth, is a concept taken from Hinduism because of
Siddhartha's early years in Hinduism. The main difference in the definition of Karma between
Hinduism and Buddhism is that in Buddhism a person can practice the "Eightfold Path" and
through it may liberate himself from the physical world and the process of rebirth. In
Buddhism, a person has a chance to help himself attain Nirvana; he is involved in the process,
while in Hinduism he can only hope he is living his life the correct way.
Buddhism has developed into different forms. Two predominate forms are Theravada
(or Hinayana) Buddhism which is found in Sri Lanka, Burma, and Thailand; and Mahayana
Buddhism which is found in Japan, China, Korea and Indochina. Zen Buddhism, a third form,
which has developed in the more recent past, can be found in many areas all over the world.
One common belief for all Buddhists is that from good must come good and from evil must
come evil. Even though some people feel Buddhism should be defined as a way of life, and not
as a religion, it has the same definite religious qualities as the others world religions do: a belief
in transcendental reality, sacred scriptures, monastic life and views on future life and the goal of
human existence. Through scripture from Buddhist text, the Eightfold Path and the Buddhist
Ten Commandments, it can be seen how Buddhism follows the pattern of the "good w ill"
religions: "Let a man overcome anger by love, let him overcome evil by good; let him overcome
the greedy by liberality, the liar by truth.. .To one in whom love dwells, all in the world are
brothers" (Ballou, p.7).

IV.

The Establishment of Zoroastrianism
Zoroastrianism was founded in Persia in the 7th century BCE by an Iranian prophet,

Zarathustra (in Greek, Zoroaster). He too, like Siddhartha Guatama, left his home and family in
his mid-twenties to seek spiritual guidance and answers about the problems facing his society.
Like Siddhartha, Zarathustra isolated himself for a number of years meditating, until one day,
while meditating in a cave, an angel, Vahu Mamah ("Good Thought"), brought him the divine
revelation he was seeking. The similarity between his life and Siddhartha's is so similar there is
probability his life story was probably modeled from Siddhartha’s. "There is no certainty as to
the exact locality of Zarathustra's birth or of the details of his early life" (Ballou, p. 165).
Zarathustra's followers could possibly have filled in the gaps from his life story with knowledge
they had acquired in hearing about Siddhartha's life story.
Zarathustra's teachings set forth many "good will" beliefs, which are also found in
Judaism, Christianity and Islam:
(1)

The world was created with both good and evil: the good coming from Ahura
Mazda, and the evil from Angra Mainyu (God and Satan).

(2)

Man was created by Ahura Mazda; Angra Mainyu will eventually be conquered.
(In Judeo-Christianity, God created man and rules over all, especially the devil.)

(3)

If one allies with Ahura Mazda, Angra Mainyu will eventually be conquered,
(good over evil)

(4)

To ally with Ahura Mazda, one must cleanse one's heart and mind of all evil.

(5)

Truth is the first virtue; Charity to all in need comes next, (the Christian
Beatitudes)

V

(6)
(6)

One must discipline oneself by good thoughts, good words, and good deeds:

w

Humata, Hakhata, and Hvarshta.
w

(7)

One may pray to Ahura Mazda to make him better or to make him happier, but

w

not for evil to befall an enemy.
The shift away from Hindu and Buddhist beliefs and toward Christian beliefs can be
w
w
w

seen in the next three examples.
(8)

Because Ahura Mazda created fire, water and earth, they must be be polluted,

w

and thus cremation, throwing the body into the water (the Ganges River, for

v«y

W
w
w
w

example, in Hinduism), and burying in the ground (a Judeo/Christian practice) is
also forbidden.
(10)

At death, one's soul crosses a narrow bridge over hell. The good cross safely to

\* ^
\^ f/

the bright realm of Ahura Mazda; the evil tumble down into the dark realm of

w
w

Angra Mainyu. (In Judeo-Christianity, the good cross over into heaven, usually

V
jWfV

considered spatially above, while the evil tumble down to hell to spend eternity
with Satan, the devil.)

w

w

(11)

At the end of time, a savior, a Sayoshant, will revive all the dead to reward the

V

good and punish the evil. Ahura Mazda will then reign eternally. (At the end of
time in Judeo/Christianity the good will remain in heaven with God and the evil
Vg^/
w

will remain in hell with the devil. The difference between these two religions is
that in Zoroastrianism "the belief is that the collective good acts of humanity will

w

slowly transform the imperfect material world into its heavenly ideal. This
concept is know as 'frashokereti', or "'making fresh', that is renewal. At the end
of time everything and everyone will be purified, even the souls in hell - so hell
vtigy

W

w
W
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is not eternal" (Zoroastrianism: A Short Overview). In Judeo/Christianity, after a
soul is judged, if it is sent to Hell, there is no possibility of salvation.)
(Daley, Monarch Notes & Study Guides)
Many of the beliefs in Zoroastrianism have permeated Judaism, Christianity and Islam
(Clarke, The World Religions, p. 121). By the end of the 7th century CE, Zoroastrianism had
almost disappeared from the land of its birth (now called Iran). During its first 14 centuries,
nearly all the Sacred Books of all the other great religions were created, assembled and
canonized; and all of them were significantly influenced by the religion of the Zend-Avesta (the
Laws and the Commentaries of Zoroastrianism). The belief in the concepts of goodness and
love can be seen in the religious laws of Zoroastrianism, which are grouped under the six lesser
Divinities and God's Holy Spirit. An example can be seen by the observances to be followed
under the Divinity of Khshathra Vairya - a person must exercise proper authority and be honest,
thrifty and charitable, or under the Divinity of Asha Vahishta - a person must be just and
righteous in thoughts, words and actions.

V.

Judaism Incorporated Many Zoroastric Beliefs
Judaism is more than a religion; it is a civilization of people, their language, unique

laws, system of ethics, customs, homeland and theology. Judaism focuses on the proper and
righteous life in this world, to attain salvation with God in the after life. It is the worship of one
God who is kind and just and merciful. There are several major traditions in Judaism—
Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, and Reconstructionist.
Judaism originated from a succession of great prophetic figures (supposedly from the
creation of man) who taught, refined and developed the Jewish ethic. It is said to be a way of

'W
\qge/
V

life, rather than a formulated creed, and it is the parent religion to both Christianity and Islam.
W

Jewish sacred scripture preserves the ancient oral tradition through the Hebrew Bible, the
Torah, and other writings that exalt God's teachings and instruction. The Torah or Pentateuch,
w

which is the core of Judaism, comprises the first five books of the Christian Bible. It includes
the prophecies and lineages of the tribes of Israel and a semi-historical account of their life

\^y

progression from creation, to Adam (the first man), to the time of the life of Jesus Christ.
Judaism preceded Christianity. With the historical appearance of the prophet Jesus
W
v*/

Christ, the two religions became separate. Themes of Jewish life include family, study, morality

\qgy

and community. The teachings of the Jewish faith, which are considered obligatory to the
%•*>
W

religion, are summarized as follows:
(1)

In addition to the essential unity of God, God is considered to be the eternal
spirit, omniscient, omnipotent, without limitations. Idolatry or Polytheism is not

W
Vjgg/

allowed. (This is also a belief in Zoroastrianism, Christianity and Islam.)

\a^/
vq^y

(2)

The world was created by God. God sustains it and rules it by eternal wisdom
and kindness. Therefore, the world is essentially good (the good will religions).

\^ /

(2)

God created man in his own image and likeness. Man is therefore the highest of
God's creatures. (If God created man in his image and likeness, man therefore
already has good in him and has some salvation already.)

(4)
L-^-J

All the races of the earth are descended from one man (Adam). Immortality,
which is defined in a variety of ways, is possible for all men who live a righteous

W
w

\g ^

life. There is no mediator between man and God. God is in direct relation with
man.

w
vy>

w
Nq^t/
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(5)

The Jewish people are a chosen people linked to God in the historical unfolding

W

of God's purpose. This position does not elevate the Jew above mankind nor

W

does it give him any special privileges. This covenant imposes an obligation.
W
v®'

(6)

The duty of mankind is to obey the will of God and to follow his
commandments. The emphasis is upon righteous conduct rather than belief.

W

While Adam received divine revelation, Moses received the full revelation. This
Sags/

revelation is contained in the Five Books of Moses. This constitutes the Law of

W

Moses.

W
v^y
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Both Judaism and Christianity follow the Ten Commandments, basic laws of good will,
as their basic code of conduct:
(1)

I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the Land o f Egypt, out of
the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no gods before me.

vae'
\*s/

(2)

\^&i

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of anything that
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth; thou shalt not bow down to them.

Sa^

(3)

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.

(4)

Remember the sabbath day-to keep it holy.

(5)

Honour thy father and thy mother.

(6)

Thou shalt not kill.

(7)

Thou shalt not commit adultery.

(8)

Thou shalt not steal.

(9)

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house.

(10)

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife.

V
W
vy*
w
w
<*y
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V«s^
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w
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w
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As can be seen from the Judeo/Christianity Ten Commandments the concept of the
"good will" religion is prevalent in the scripture of Judaism. As quoted from the Hebrew Bible
"Let not the wise man glory in wisdom, neither let the mighty glory in his might. Let not the
w

w
w

w

rich man glory in his riches. But let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he understandeth and
knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise loving kindness, judgment, and righteousness in
the earth: for in these things I delight" (Ballou, p.9)

VI.

Christianity Had its Genesis in Zoroastrianism and Judaism
Christianity, as embodied in Roman Catholicism, dates its origins from the birth of Jesus

\&y>

Christ, his life and death, to the selection by Jesus Christ of the Apostle Peter as "the rock" or
w

founder of the Christian Church. Christianity arose within the social and spiritual upheaval of

w
w

the Roman Empire. Because of this, Roman authorities saw Jesus Christ as a threat to public
stability, and He was executed in about 30 CE. The defining symbols for the development of

w
w

\& /
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this religion were (1) the proclamation that Jesus Christ was the Messiah, the Savior for
mankind, (2) that Jesus Christ was crucified for such beliefs and (3) the belief in this
resurrection as Jesus Christ foretold.
The Christian faith follows the Ten Commandment of Judaism and believes in the truth

w

of the Old Testament as the Jewish faith does. The Christian New Testament was written from
w

about 50-150 CE. This part of the Bible is also believed to be historical, and is composed of
w

stories told by Jesus Christ, and stories about Jesus Christ. It is also composed of texts made by

w

others, clarifying what Christian beliefs should be and interpreting Jesus Christ's teachings
further. From about 150-410 CE, the Church fathers further defined the Christian belief,

w

w
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against the protests of various "heretical" movements. Some basic beliefs of the Roman
Catholic faith are:
(1)

The doctrines of the Church are founded in the deposit of faith given to the
Church by Christ and entrusted by Christ to Peter and his successors. Therefore
the Pope, or successor of Peter, creates no new doctrines but defines and
interprets the matters of faith or morals already contained in the deposit of faith,
whenever he speaks as head of the Church.

(2)

Scripture and Tradition sustain the deposit of faith. The Scripture containing the
Old and the New Testament are the inspired words of God. The Church is the
sole interpreter of Scripture through the "ex cathedra" or official statements of
the Pope as head of the Church. The Pope is now believed to be infallible.
(Judaism and Islam also believe in the prophets of the Old Testament.)

(3)

The Apostles' Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed contain the
essential truths accepted by the Church. The following are the major dogmas
contained in these Creeds:
(a)

Trinity - God is One in His Nature, containing three Divine Persons all
of whom are equal and united: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

(b)

Divinity of Christ - Christ, the second Person of the Trinity, was bom
miraculously to the Virgin Mary. Christ has a divine as well as a human
nature. (Siddhartha Guatama and Zarathustra were also believed to have
been conceived miraculously through divine intervention.)

(c)

Redemption - Man was deprived of supernatural life through the original
sin of Adam. Christ came to redeem mankind and regain supernatural life

Vi®/*

for mankind through his Passion, Crucifixion, Death and Resurrection.
W

(In all other religions their prophets were believed to have been sent to
redeem mankind also.)
W

(d)

VyJ

Sacraments - Christ instituted seven sacraments for the salvation of
mankind; Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Penance, Extreme Unction,

W

Holy Orders and Matrimony. The just man may achieve the eternal

VS»/
sas/

reward of heaven through the merits of Christ and the utilization of His
Sacraments.

W
\a^/
W
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(e)

Afterlife - Those who die having unforgiven evil actions on their souls
will be judged and sent to Hell. Those whose transgressions are not

W

considered serious enough to deprive the soul of supernatural grace are
judged and sent to Purgatory. Purgatory is the place of temporary
W

punishment. The just are rewarded with eternal bliss in heaven. (The
concepts of heaven and hell are also found in Zoroastrianism, Judaism

w

and Islam.)
Vgp/
veay1
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(Daley, Monarch Notes and Study Guides)
Except for the belief in Jesus Christ, as the Son of God, the beliefs of Judaism and
Christianity are very similar because of their common history. Their beliefs are also so very

■W

close to some held in Zoroastrianism it can be seen how they might have originated from it
through oral tradition, traveling distances through geographical trade routes.
V»/

Vbe/

As with some of the other religions, Christianity diverged into two sects in the first
century: Orthodox and Roman Catholic Christianity, and their basic doctrines were summarized

w
w

by the great Councils of the Churches. They have diverged through the centuries as each

w
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embraced different ideas about worship, ethics, and relations to politics and culture. Orthodox
means "true belief', Catholic means "universal", and each church claims unrivaled legitimacy.
Both churches have an Episcopal structure (i.e., bishops), celebrate mass with the last supper,
share virtually the same canon of scriptures and affirm declarations of the early church councils.
As can be seen through the Christian Beatitudes, both endorse the concept of a loving God and
the "good will" religions. "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for there is the kingdom of
heaven....Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God" (Ballou,
p.385).

VII. Islam: The Most Recently Established of the Six Good Will Religions
The prophet, Mohammed, founded the Islamic religion in the seventh century CE.
Mohammed would accompanying his uncle on long journeys to market places in the East where
he often met Jewish and Christian merchants and heard from them their beliefs of Judaism and
Christianity. As he grew older he began to meditate on how his people might be won away
from idolatry. One day, after meditating in a cave (as in the story of Zarathustra), he heard a
voice: "O Mohammed, you are Allah's messenger and I am Gabriel" (Gaer, What the Great
Religions Believe, p.149).

His story was similar to that of Siddhartha Guatama's and

Zarathustra's in that he received a divine message after a long period of meditation and began to
preach the divine truths he was told.
His following began slowly, but with the persistence of his teachings it grew. By the
time of his death in 632 A.D., Mohammed had established a new religious outlook and the
whole Arabian peninsula followed him. In the years following his death Islam spread quickly
throughout the Middle East. This expansion laid the foundations for a mighty empire, the

Abbasid dynasty, which reached its political and cultural peak in the 9th and 10th centuries. In
further waves o f expansion Islam spread across North Africa, Europe, Central Asia, the Indian
subcontinent, the Indonesian archipelago and then further east.
The word "Islam” means submission to the will of God. The word "Moslem" refers to a
follower who accepts the way of life of Islamic faith, as was communicated to the prophet
Muhammad in a series of divine revelations. The Qur'an (Koran), the Muslim scriptures,
contains these revelations and is considered to be the eternal speech of God. Similarities can be
seen in the religions of Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Some of the major
doctrines of Islam are as follows:
(1)

God is One, Absolute, Omnipotent ruler called Allah. There exists no
intermediary between God and man. However good and bad angels exist who
may assist men. (The belief in One God and angels who bring divine knowledge
and help can also be seen in Zoroastrianism, Judaism and Christianity.)

(2)

The Koran is the sacred and infallible book which contains the word of God. It
was written by the prophet Mohammed under the direction and guidance of the
Angel Gabriel. The Koran is the guide of life for all Moslems. (The Angel
Gabriel plays an important role in Judaism and Christianity and she is very
similar to the Angel Vahu Mamah "Good Thought" who brings revelations to
Zarathustra in Zoroastrianism. Another comparison can be made in the scripture.
Christian scripture is also considered God's inspired word. The Pope, the leader
of the Catholic Church, is considered infallible in his interpretations of God's

(3)

Followers of the Islamic religion accept all of the Jewish prophets as well as
Christ, whom they consider to be another in the line of Jewish prophets.
Mohammed is the final prophet fulfilling the mission of revealing the will of
Allah to mankind. (In both Judaism and Islam, Christ is recognized as a prophet
but he is not recognized as the Savior for mankind or Son of God.)

(4)

In terms of their morality, Moslems are directed to hate oppression and injustice.
They must avoid alcoholic beverages and pork. They must be kind and
passionate to the poor and orphans ("good will"), and keep the fast of Ramadan.

(5)

The just Moslem is rewarded after death with admission to a Paradise of sensual
enjoyment. The evil Moslem and all non-believers go to Hell. Hell is divided
into seven compartments on the basis of the individual’s religion. Each
compartment, however, bums the individuals with eternal fire. (The concept of
Hell and fire is common to Zoroastrianism, Judaism and Christianity, too. The
difference in the concept of Heaven is that Moslem's believe when attaining it
they will enjoy a physical and sensual enjoyment, while all the other religions
believe heaven is a state of knowledge or eternal happiness with God.)

(Daley, Monarch Notes and Study Guides)
Moslems believe the problem central to humanity is its need for guidance. They believe
history is a repeated process where prophets, starting with Adam, and continuing with those
such as Abraham, Moses, David and Jesus, have given guidance but people have fallen away
from it. Moslems believe the last prophet to give such guidance was Mohammed. The divine
guidance which has been given to humanity can be found in the Shari'ah, the Islamic law. It
stipulates obligations towards God as well as ethical obligations towards other people. The

most important of the obligations toward God are the five "pillars" of Islam, namely, the
profession of faith, prayer, alms giving, fasting and pilgrimage. Some or all of these five pillars
of Islam can be found in the other "good will" religions.
Islam has developed into various forms including Sunni and Shi'ah Muslims, Sufi
mystics, and others. Islam is still a rapidly growing religion today and is one of the most
significant cultural influences in the world. The influence of Judaism, Christianity and the other
"good will" religions can be seen in the Koran "But those who have believed and wrought
righteousness will we assuredly lodge in gardens with lofty apartments, beneath which the
rivers flow, to abide therein forever. Goodly the reward of those who labour, who patiently
endure, and put their trust in their Lord!" (Ballou, p. 459).

VIII. Conclusion
When looking at key concepts in these religions, one can see an obvious connection
between Hinduism and Buddhism. Since Siddhartha Guatama was raised in the Hindu religion
and had his religious enlightenment in the early part of his adulthood, he incorporated some
Hindu beliefs into his religious beliefs in Buddhism. Another connection can be made between
Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Although Zarathustra was bom in a different
time period many of the principle concepts of Zoroastrianism can be found in Judaism,
Christianity and Islam. The defeat of the Persian army to Greece in 480 BC, brought with it not
only a decline in the rise of the Persian empire, but a stop to the progression of its religion,
Zoroastrianism, and an open invitation to the religion of Judaism.
When considering the six major religions from a geographic point of view, one sees that
both Hinduism and Buddhism both had their origins in India, so people of both belief systems

lived in close proximity to each other. Zoroastrianism, Judaism and Christianity were evolved
in countries having close geographic proximity. Trade routes between countries could have
spread some o f the Zoroastrian beliefs. From history it is known that beginning in about 100
BCE, there was a known network o f trade routes, such as the silk route, which had developed as
a means for carrying goods between Asia and Europe, and over time wound through various
sections of the Asian continent. By 100 BCE, Hinduism, Buddhism and Judaism were already
viable religions, and, as can be seen by the trade route map o f the relevant areas, all o f the
geographic areas o f these religions were traveled through as part o f the "silk route" (that is,
India, Nepal, Iran, and ancient Constantinople [the Lebanon, Israel, Jordan area]). The silk
route was still a viable trade route at the onset o f Christianity, and these trade routes were still
traveled at the onset o f Islam.
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w
w

In scientific, anthropologic, and psychological research, the beliefs in concepts innate to

w

humanity have surfaced, such as color schemas, foundational schemas, and language. Through
w

w
w

the study of religions throughout history, I believe the concept of religion, a belief in God or
gods, is an innate characteristic of humanity. "Philosophers understood religion as a unity of
thought and feeling, intellect and emotion, that had developed historically from initial germs"

w
w

w

(Bowen, Religions in Practice, p.6).
From this research, definite elements exist that permeate all or at least significant parts

w

of these religions. Because of the time frame in history, as well as the geographic locations of
W
w

w

the origins of these religions, it can be seen how certain ideas or myths have carried over,
through oral and written traditions, from one religion to another. Even though there may have
been some differences in beliefs, doctrines, rites and rituals, these great world religions all
exhibited some similarity of fundamental principles, which fell under the category of "good

\a /

will" religions. Humanity had changed the concept of "god", and with this change the religious
rules that determined human conduct changed. These rules were encompassed in an underlying
fundamental conception of benevolent good will, of peaceful agreement and loving kindness

Vflyi^

from all for all and the evidence of these "good will" concepts can be traced from one religion

w
w

to another.

w

W
W
w
w
w
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